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DESPERATE EFFORTS BY

GERMANS TO
COUNTER-ATTACK

Thaw Slows Down
the Russians

RED ARMY THRUST
TOWARDS STETTIN

Deeper Push into Silesia

The Russian threat to Berlin is growing, in spite of
desperate enemy efforts to stage a counter-attack to
safeguard the Oder line directly east of the capital. The
nearest Russian force of any sixe is believed to be about
42 miles from Berlin, though parachute troops of the
Red Army may have been dropped nearer the capital.

HILE the Germans are throwing in reserves in an effort

to stem Marshal Zhukov's great drive towards the

Oder, Red Army forces to the north have captured

the town of Soldin, about 40 miles almost due south of Stettin,

Colonel von Hammer, the German commentator,
last night, in an admission which went beyond the official
news from Moscow, said that Marshal Zhukov's northern
armies, in a big north-west sweep round the area of the
armoured battles before Frankfurt, had reached a point
within 23 miles of Stettin.

Von Olberg, speaking for the German High Command,
last night, said that a sudden thaw at key-points on the front
had come to the aid of the Germans. He added: " It is possible
that for the moment the tremendous blow can be halted to a
a certain degree.”

Zhukov's northern wirtg has reached the Oder at a
point north-west of Kuestrin, said Max Krull, German
News Agency commentator, last night.

Berlin also admitted important new progress by Marshal
Koniev's forces in Silesia in a statement by Von Hammer
which said: “The Russians made a number of local attacks
from their bridgehead across the Oder west of Ratibor-
Hammer and made some gains.”

GREAT ODER CROSSINGS
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BATTLE FOR
ODER LINE

Enemy Hits Back
in Vain

From DUNCAN HOOPER,
Reuter Correspondent
MOSCOW. Friday Night

FTER a 300-mile retreat in
just under three weeks,
Guderian has marshalled

his panzers and Is hitting back at
the Russians as hard as he can.
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Reinforcements for Luzon

A United States landing ship packed with troops and equipment heading for Luzon Island.

HORRORS OF A GERMAN
MURDER FACTORY

Conveyor Belt

Killed Vietims

and Carried Them to Furnaces

the shade.’
who bas visited the

“T

MOSCOW, Friday
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TERRORISM STORIES
IN ATHENS COURT

ATHENS, Friday
URDERS 1n a home for old
IVI people, whose bodies
“ were  thrown to
ravines, and lay haltburled at
the bottom, were described in
| Athens today, while one of the
murderers, an ELAS. terrorisy
named Mones, sat in the court:
room wearing the shoes of a
man he had murdered.
men were sen-
tenced 10 be shot for terrorism, but
the Court postponed its deciston on
Monos.

A d0yearold confectioner, Monos
was the first of 17 ELAS, men to be
tried for criminal offences committcd
during the recent fighting in Grecce,
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Death 1 the murderers of our people.”
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SHORT RATIONS

Yet Another Cut
in Germany

Germans will be told in their
Sunasy papers that they will have to
make thle rations for the next sight
¢ nine weeks, according to
<n’odee from_ Goebbele. 0. ediion
through the German News Agency
The cut is described as * an interim
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1st ARMY

FURTHER

INTO GERMANY

Siegfried Crossroads
Reached

WITH U.S. 1st ARMY, Friday Night
LEMENTS of the U.S. Ist Army opened the attack on
the first of the Siegfried Line pillboxes in the early
hours of this morning. The 26th and 18th Regiments

of the ** Fighting First "
teeth cast of Malmedy, and
ploughing forward  through
deepening  slush,  pushed
further into Germany.

e 2nd Division made the
greatest 1st Army advance—toa

ossroads 1,000 yards west of
Schoneselffen, halfway between
two branches of the Siegfried

Division had pushed east
hierscheid Toad junctio:

Eatlier, 9t
ope, with Long Tom

artiliery support, had forced

ermans h

sunctio

'm. Wnole front bit deeper into
day In advances of up
ailes

Opposition Increases

light _opposttion
e Slq.nec Line increased late:

from

Sermna are mummmnmuz
at nrum pith tanks snd infan
e 82nd Alrborn

meciing condiderasie oppoeiion
unmmm

o Dlson  cleared

andsa. miles

Eouthceast ot \hhlencnma na
igh ground beyor
Stiffest Action
JThe ota Divisin sction, wis_the
sustes of the ‘coming

Sirongly-eld. piiiboxes, sided by
artillery fite.

o the 10smm, guns brovgit tn

ms _yesterday

“Toms wete

ithdrew during the
night, ieaving many dead in- their
battered pliboxes—Reute:

3rd Army’s Front

in Germany
WITR THE US. 314 ARMY

laay Night
are tonight

nolding 8 Bines mu» Jront in Germany

southenst of viin, and are

Savancing muw uu outer defent

of the siegtried

There
ol s Toade—teien and &
.“'.‘i.";‘.l..-e' :

bene int
Germiany. on Shis secior )8 nearly four
miles,

S Zighting n Blelalt—meet

Taé ba

the woods one mile
soutlieast of Nemnlg, 1n Germany.
continued throushout the dsy.
ing advantage of clear weather
n

attitude  along the
front con-
%o be complately defensive
o decrease in the ‘uctivities of

mour in this area seems

5
g
25
88

toreae, pamthly
the Russians.

¢ u ts
Dove: vt was clear and
stariit, | Visibillty improved.  The
temperature at 1 was 43 deg.

The barometer was ising again.

Division probed through the dragons’

Map of the southern sector
of the Western Front.

FRENCH ARMY
IN COLMAR

FIGHTING IN CENTRE
OF CITY

N officlal statement issued
from Allied Supreme HQ.
last night stated that
French and American troops and
tanks of the 1st French Army
entered the eity of Colmar
during the morning
reached the centre of the city,
where strect fighting is in
progress.
he troops, ater breaking througn,

Risenhower-Bradley
Conference

ALLIED SUPREME HQ. PARIS,
Priday

tions.” and. principal members of tho
Supreme Commander's Statt were
present.

‘Where the conference was held was
ot disclosed —British United Press.
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